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Introduction 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 

Welcome to the student options guide. We are very proud of our 
students at The Manor Academy and it is our aim that they should 
achieve their full potential in all aspects of school life, including their 
academic aspirations. 

An important factor in our students’ success is ensuring they choose 
courses best suited to them. Therefore subject leaders and senior 
leaders have given detailed and considerable thought to planning an 
outstanding curriculum for your child. We have carefully chosen 
subjects and a range of pathways in order to stretch and extend all our 
students’ learning throughout Key Stage 4.  

This booklet is an informative guide and will help you and your child to 
think about and make choices in regard to their future subject choices.  
Students will need to use this guide to make decisions regarding their 
subject choices. 

The timeline for these choices is as follows: 

• Year 9 Options Evening – 24 February 2022 – where parents/carers and students will be provided with 
information about KS4 options. 

• Deadline for completion of the Year 9 options is 1st April 2021 

Suggested Parental actions that will support the decision making process: 

• Talk to the tutor(s) about the courses your child are considering during the Year 9 Options Evening. 

• Discuss as a family group the reasons for the potential option choices to better understand the decision 
making process. 

• Do some extra research about students potential choices (talk to older students doing the courses/look at 
relevant careers websites). 

• Students’ can discuss their possible options choices with their subject teachers while they are in academy 
to gain an insight into the demands of the subjects they are considering.  

 

Kind regards,  

Mrs Kerry 
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Choosing your option subjects 

 

Good steps to take when making your option choices? 

• Choose subjects you enjoy studying and want to gain a deeper more in depth knowledge on. 

• Think about the subjects you are good at and believe you will excel at in KS4. 

• If you have a particular job or career in mind that you wish to pursue, find out if any subjects are a 
requirement. 

• Research the optional subjects available that you haven’t studied before, and find out exactly what is 
involved by talking to the subject teacher. 

• An important consideration is the balance of exams and coursework. Check the exam and coursework 
breakdown for each subject you will (or may) be studying. If you like doing coursework then perhaps 
consider more coursework intensive courses.  

• Talk to your teachers, tutor and family for further advice, gain as much knowledge on the subjects you will 
be studying next year as this will support you in making the correct choices. 

 

Poor decision making steps to take when making your option choices  

•  “It sounds easy.” No GCSE is easy! Don't pick a subject that doesn't motivate you to work hard to get the 
best grade possible. If you are worried about getting the grades you want, speak to your teachers.  

•  “I am under pressure to take the subject.” You will already have a broad range of compulsory subjects 
that will help you to go to university (or a real alternative) and get a top job. Although others' advice is 
valuable, be guided by your own strengths and interests. 

• Do not choose a subject based on what your friends might be doing - they might be in a different class and 
what might be a perfect fit for them may not be right for you 

• Do not choose a subject because you enjoy being taught by a specific teacher - they might not be your 
teacher next year. 
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Pathway Information 

This is an exciting time for you in your education; it is the first time you will have autonomy over the subjects that 
you will choose to study in more depth. We have designed the options to ensure that you have a good range of 
subjects to choose from in order to have a broad and interesting education. 

To enable you to be prepared for almost any degree or career you might want to pursue we have created 3 
aspirant pathways of study that are designed to ensure that the curriculum offered to students is appropriate to 
their needs and abilities.  

Pathway 1 Academic/Applied skills, in this pathway students are encouraged to select a mix of subjects 
including some that are more practical and will be provided with a range of life skills programmes. This will ensure 
that students are ready to take that next step. 

Pathway 2 Academic, students will follow a programme designed to challenge them academically having a 
ranges of core subjects with a focus on academic subjects but still able to choose a more practical subject which 
they have a passion to continue to study. 

Pathway 3 Academic Plus, this is our enhanced programme designed for academic challenge, it will include the 
option of triple science and we expect that students will study a modern foreign language to ensure they stretch 
the range of subjects covered. This will enable students to access the highest levels of further education by gaining 
a range of qualifications so that students gain the English Baccalaureate certificate.   

The correct pathway will be selected by the Academy for your child based on their overall performance in KS3 and 
their target grades, this will ensure that your child has the best experience and can excel in their future studies. 

We will always do our best to ensure that students choices are met, but there can be no absolute guarantee that a 
particular combination of subjects can be satisfied. We will work with students and families to ensure that students 
are appropriately challenged and supported. 

In the following pages you will gain an overview of all the courses offered at key stage 4. What will I study? An 
overview of what you will be studying in each subject, including key themes and topics. What skills will I develop? 
Key stage 4 is about more than just ‘knowing things’. Students will develop skills, both academic and practical, 
which they can apply across their studies, to become an effective and independent learner. How will I be assessed? 
All courses differ and most offer a combination of assessment methods. Common assessments include 
examinations, coursework, and practical performance.  

Our broad curriculum offers a wide range of subjects to cater for all interests and support your future aspirations. In 
this section, you’ll find out what exciting next steps you could take both at post-16 and in the wider world. 
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Pathway Options 

Manor Academy Core Curriculum (all students will study these subjects) 
 

Pathway 1 Academic/Applied Skills 

Compulsory subjects  

• Trilogy Science GCSE 

• Geography GCSE 

• Life Skills Course 

Plus 2 subjects  

• Art & Design GCSE 

• DT, Product Design or Textiles GCSE 

• BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care 

• VTCT Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy 

• BTEC ICT 

• Drama GCSE 

• Music GCSE 

• Physical Education GCSE 

Pathway 2 Academic 

Compulsory subjects  

• Geography or History GCSE 

• Trilogy Science GCSE 

 

Plus 3 subjects 

• Art & Design GCSE 

• DT, Product Design or Textiles GCSE 

• BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care 

• VTCT Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy 

• BTEC ICT 

• Drama GCSE 

• Music GCSE 

• Physical Education GCSE 

  

• English Language and Literature GCSE 

• Mathematics GCSE 

• Physical Education Core 

• Religious Education GCSE 
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Pathway 3 Academic Plus 

Compulsory subjects  

• French or Spanish GCSE 

• Geography or History GCSE 

Plus 2 subjects 

• Business Studies GCSE 

• Computer Science GCSE 

• Statistics GCSE 

• Art & Design GCSE 

• Triple Science GCSE 

• DT, Product Design or Textiles GCSE  

• BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care 

• Drama GCSE 

• Music GCSE 

• Physical Education GCSE

 

In Pathway 3, you have the option to select Triple Science. If you do not choose this option, you will automatically 
be selected to study Trilogy Science GCSE. 
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GCSE English Language & English Literature (AQA) 

The value of this course to my future 

English at The Manor Academy allows learners to be 
immersed in a wide array of diverse texts that will 
challenge, inspire, and excite as students explore and 
appreciate the true beauty of both written and 
spoken language. Class discussions on significant 
worldwide topics as well as sharing of ideas about 
the writer’s craft is an integral part of lessons as we 
wish for students to discover their voice to articulate 
opinions about the ever-changing world we live in. 

As a core subject, English Language is one of the two 
most important GCSEs offered in secondary schools. 
It is one of two subjects that is used to benchmark 
student attainment and capability across the UK. The 
vast majority of further education courses (A levels, 
Diplomas, BTEC’s etc.) stipulate that a strong pass in 
English Language is essential. Nearly all colleges and 
employers will require applicants to state what grade 
they attained in GCSE English Language. 

Coupled with English Language, English Literature is 
highly regarded GCSE. We are of the view that the 
vast majority of students should, and will, study 
Language and Literature; effectively allowing 
students to obtain two GCSEs in English alone. GCSE 
English Literature offers you the chance to study 
classic literature, poetry and some contemporary 
novels in combination with the topics studied as part 
of the GCSE English Language course. 

Course structure 

Students will complete both qualifications over a 
period of two years. Units from both subjects will be 
taught in each year to take advantage of crossover 
topics where possible. 

 

What career might these courses lead to? 

From Architecture to Zoology, GCSE English will help 
you to: 

Those with English qualifications progress on to the 
following jobs: Sports Journalist, Lawyer, Teacher, 
Film Director, Public Relations Executive, Fashion 
Journalist, Author, Newsreader, Politician, Actor, 
Architect, Creative Director, Scriptwriter, and many 
others. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

English Language: 

100% external examination Two exam papers: 

Paper 1 - 50% of overall GCSE 
Explorations in creative reading and writing (fiction).  

Paper 2 - 50% of overall GCSE 
Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives (non-fiction). 

English Literature: 

Two exam papers: 

Paper 1 - 50% of overall GCSE 
Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel. 

Paper 2 - 50% of overall GCSE 
Modern texts and poetry

Please contact Mrs Mason – Anna.Mason@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

  

mailto:Anna.Mason@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE Mathematics (Edexcel and OCR) 

The value of this course to my future 

Just look around. Some of civilization's most prized 
and proud achievements are wholly reliant on 
mathematics. Planes flying seamlessly through the air 
to the availability of complex medicines and high 
tech computers. All of these increasingly vital 
commodities rely on the study, understanding and 
use of numbers. 

If you are to stop and think for just a few minutes, it 
becomes clear that mathematics is pretty well 
paramount to life as we know it. 

Rational and logical thought is something which is 
required in many areas, whether it is in a moral or 
career capacity. A mathematician's skillset is not 
exhausted once they move away from the numerical; 
The skills obtained are transferrable to other 
situations and areas. Furthermore, the high level 
thinking required to understand complex 
mathematical theories and rules is an asset which will 
benefit an individual in many ways. 

Course Structure: 

The course covers the four main areas of 
Mathematics which are Number, Algebra, Geometry 
(shape and space) and Statistics. As in KS3, there is 
an emphasis on the students’ mastery of skills. 

Students are placed in sets according to prior 
attainment to ensure that they are provide with the 
correct level of support and enhancement relative to 
their position at any time. Assessments are 
completed periodically in all year groups and sets 
are reviewed at this point. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 

We are currently using both Edexcel and OCR exam 
boards. 

The GCSE is assessed by 100% external examination. 

It is made up of 3 exams lasting 1 hour 30 minutes in 
two of which a calculator will be allowed and one that 
is non calculator. Each exam holds equal weighting. 

What careers will the course lead to? 

Most careers ask for the benchmark in Mathematics 
to be achieved Therefore GCSE Mathematics is 
highly relevant to all career paths. 

Mathematics as a direct route can lead to many 
careers in the following areas: 

• Computer Engineering/Science, 

• Economics, 

• Engineering, Mechanical 
Engineering, 

• Finance, Mathematics, 

• Civil Engineering, 

• Political Science, 

• Marketing, Accounting, Business 

• Management and 
Communications. 

 

 

Please contact Mr Lyndon -  Steve.Lyndon@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

  

mailto:Steve.Lyndon@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy (AQA) 

The value of this course to my future 

Learning science gives us an understanding of the 
world around us, Trilogy Science helps us to develop 
skills that we can use in future careers. We learn to 
think logically and problem solve which helps us 
when we come across challenges in our work. We 
learn how not to take information for granted and to 
question what we are being told; this helps us to 
make informed decisions in our lives. We also 
develop the valuable skill of perseverance when 
practical activities don’t go to plan and we evaluate 
how we can improve our methods of working. 

What will I learn? 

We learn all three sciences i.e. biology, chemistry and 
physics, and spend a large amount of time 
investigating science through practical activities 
which will be tested in the final exams. 

In Biology we take time to learn the basic structures 
of plants and animals and then how these work 
together to create organ systems in organisms. We 
focus on the digestion system, the circulatory system, 
and the diseases that can be associated with them, 
such as coronary heart disease and diabetes. We 
learn about the needed for a carefully maintained 
environment in plants and animals as well as how our 
body respond to pathogens that make us poorly. We 
focus on ecology, how organisms adapt and impact 
the environment around them, which includes a 
number of field investigations.  

In Chemistry we explore the atom and periodic table 
to consider how an atoms structure determines its 
properties and uses in our daily lives. How atoms 
bond with each other, and how their type of bonding 
influences their uses in both natural and artificial 
products. We take our understanding of acids and 
alkalis further and introduce key maths skills needed 
for chemists. Our understanding of the role of a 
chemist is developed through a range of key 
practical experiments such as chromatography and 
separation techniques, which are skills used daily in 
research and forensic laboratories.  

Our studies in Physics allow us to gain a greater 
understanding of the structure of an atom, and how it 
can influence the radioactive nature or a substance, 
and are properties in the solid, liquid and gaseous 

state. Time is spent learning about energy in terms of 
renewable and non-renewable. We learn in greater 
depth about electricity and how the components 
present can impact the use of that circuit. 

The important information: 

This qualification is linear so students will sit all their 
exams at the end of the course. Students sit six 1 
hour 15-minute exams with foundation or higher tiers 
available. 

What careers might this course lead to? 

The careers that science qualifications can lead to are 
wide and varied. Many of them are in demand 
occupations. 

• Climate Change Analyst In 
Demand! 

• Geographer In Demand! 

• Industrial Health & Safety Engineer 

• Soil and Water Conservationist 

• Audio and Video Equipment 
Technician 

• Chemistry Teacher In Demand! 

• Electrician In Demand! 

• Film and Video Editor 

• Food Science Technician 

• Forensic Science Technician

 

Please contact Miss Brennan -  Liz.Brennan@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

 

mailto:Liz.Brennan@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE Religious Studies (WJEC) 

The value of this course to my future 

Religious Studies allows you to gain core knowledge 
and understanding of beliefs and practices of 
religions and worldwide views to allow you to 
become full active participants in a modern society in 
Britain. This course will encourage equality and 
tolerance but also allow an appreciation of the 
diversity of other cultures and beliefs. Through our 
R.E curriculum we will give you an overview about 
religions in the modern world and help you to feel 
confident in their own beliefs and values, so you can 
respect cultural differences of others, contributing to 
a caring and cohesive community. 

Course Structure: 

Component 1 (50%): 

Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the 
Modern World Candidates will study the following 
four themes. All questions are compulsory. Theme 1: 
Relationships Theme 2: Life and Death Theme 3: 
Good and Evil Theme 4: Human Rights 

Component 2 (25%): 

Study of Christianity. Candidates will study the 
beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity 

Component 3 (25%): 

Study of a World Faith Candidates will study the 
beliefs, teachings and practices of Islam. 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 

You will be assessed by 100% exam. 

What careers might this course lead to? 

Advice Worker, Archivist, Charity Fundraiser, 
Counsellor, Civil Service Administrator, Community 
development worker, Mediator, Journalist, Police 
Officer, Youth worker, Chaplain, Lecturer, Teacher. 

Typical Employers 

• National and local government 

• Schools, colleges and universities 

• Charities, voluntary and non-profit 
organisations 

• Social Services and other caring 
professions 

• The church or other religious 
organisations 

• Financial and legal firms 

• NHS 

• PR, advertising, sales and 
marketing companies 

• Media companies 

 

Please contact Mr Wadsworth – Nick.Wadsworth@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries 

  

mailto:Nick.Wadsworth@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE French or Spanish (AQA) 

The value of this course to my future 

Studying a foreign language gives you more than just 
language skills. It is an excellent way to gain an 
insight into other cultures and enables you to see the 
world through different eyes. In our increasingly 
globalized world, the ability to speak another 
language is highly valued by employers, giving you 
the competitive edge and opening doors to 
employment opportunities in the UK. Choosing to 
master a language will be a real asset to you in the 
future and lifelong pleasure.  

Course structure: 

You will cover the following topics:  
Theme 1: Identity & culture 

• Me, my family & friends 

• Technology in everyday life 

• Free time activities 

• Customs and festivals in target 
language countries 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global 
areas of interest 

• Home, town , neighbourhood and 
region 

• Social issues 

• Global issues 

• Travel and tourism 

 Theme 3: Current and Future plans 

• My studies 

• Life at school/college 

• Education post 16 

• Jobs, career choices and ambitions 

 

How will I be assessed? 

You will be assessed in 4 skill areas: 

Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing; each exam 
is worth 25% of the final GCSE grade. 

What careers might this course lead to? 

Employers highly value languages, in fact, employers 
rank foreign language skills only 2nd to IT. Possible 
careers that languages might lead to include: 

• Interpreter 

• Translator 

• Teacher 

• Broadcast journalist 

• Diplomatic services operational 
officer 

• English as a foreign language 
teacher 

• Marketing executive 

• International aid / development 
worker 

• International law 

• Logistics and distribution manager 

• Patent examiner 

• Tour manager 

• Sales executive 

 

Please contact Mrs Kemish – Anne.Kemish@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries 

  

mailto:Anne.Kemish@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE Biology Chemistry and Physics: Triple (AQA)

Why should I take this course? 

Studying the separate sciences allows students to 
gain a greater understanding of scientific concepts as 
we are able to study them in more detail. Students 
who have a science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) background are in high demand 
in business and lifetime earnings are often higher in 
STEM careers. Russel Group universities prefer 
applicants who have studied the Triple course and it 
allows you to study science further at A-level. Often 
students gain higher grades in the Triple course 
because skills such as critical thinking and resilience 
(valued in further education and employment) are 
developed. 

Course structure: 

In biology we delve into the bio mechanisms of the 
structure and functioning of cells and how they divide 
by mitosis and meiosis. We look in depth at how 
variation occurs and how this leads to differences 
that can be a benefit to an organism’s survival. The 
knowledge and skills needed to begin a career 
pathway in such professions as nursing and 
midwifery is facilitated with the study of organ 
systems and processes such as reproduction and 
digestion. 

Our chemistry allows us to consider greater 
advancements in technology by learning about 
nanotechnology and its impact in medicine and the 
mobile technology market. We have more 
opportunity to learn about the large branch of 
chemistry known as organic chemistry. We are 
introduced to families of chemicals we know about in 
our daily lives such as alkenes used in plastics, esters 
used in perfumes and alcohols used in solvents and 
as renewable fuels. Practical activities focusing on 
electrolysis and ions give us insight into laboratory 
techniques used in forensics and in the production of 
household chemicals such as bleach. 

 

The additional time in physics allows us to learn more 
about forces and their effect on objects. We look 
further into waves, particularly focusing on sound and 
light, which we investigate through practical activities 
including investigating refraction and total internal 
reflection. We delve further into the explanations of 
physics phenomenon, such as why electricity can 
cause a magnetic effect. The greatest difference in 
Triple physics is deep investigation into our Solar 
System. 

How will I be assessed? 

You will sit a total of 6 exams. Each written exam is 1 
hour 45 minutes. Foundation and Higher Tier 

What careers might this course lead to? 

Employers are crying out for candidates with science- 
based skills. The types of skills you learn studying all 
three Sciences can be helpful for all sorts of different 
careers - for example: 

• Aquacultural Manager 

• Aquarist 

• Climate Change Analyst In 
Demand! 

• Diver 

• Emergency Management Specialist 

• Environmental Compliance 
Inspector 

• Environmental Scientist 

• Geographer In Demand! 

• Geoscientist 

• Hydrologist 

Please contact Miss Brennan – Liz.Brennan@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries 

  

mailto:Liz.Brennan@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE Geography (AQA) 

Why should I take this course? 

Studying Geography gives you the opportunity to 
travel the world via the classroom, learning about 
both natural and social sciences along the way. You 
will understand how geography impacts on everyday 
life and discover the key opportunities and 
challenges facing the world. You will also develop 
academic and life skills from writing, teamwork and 
communication to analytical skills. If you want to 
become a well- rounded citizen who can participate 
in society and discussions about the world 
Geography is the course for you! 

Course structure: 

Living with the Physical Environment: 

• Challenges of the natural hazards 

• The Living World 

• Physical landscapes in the UK. 

• Geographical skills 

Challenges in the human environment: 

•  Urban issues and challenges 

• The changing economic world 

• The challenge of resource 
management 

• Geographical skills  

Geographical Applications: 

• Fieldwork based on a fieldwork trip 

• Geographical Skills 

How will I be assessed? 

You will be assessed by 100% exam. They will be 
broken up into the following units: 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment: 35% of 
GCSE Course 

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment: 35% 
of GCSE Course 

Paper 3: Geographical applications: 30% of GCSE 

 

What careers might this course lead to? 

Luckily for you, Geography can lead to an amazing 
variety of jobs, as you will develop a wide range of 
skills, which lead to employability in any job. 

Some specific examples include: 

• Cartographer. 

• Commercial/residential surveyor. 

• Environmental consultant. 

• Geographical information systems 
officer. 

• Planning and development 
surveyor. 

• Secondary school teacher. 

• Town planner 

Typical employers of people who study geography 
include: 

• Local government; 

• The Civil Service; 

• The armed forces; 

• Ministry of Defence; 

• Police service; 

• Private companies; 

• Environmental consultancies 

 

Please contact Mr Wadsworth – Nick.Wadsworth@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries 

   

mailto:Nick.Wadsworth@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE History (Edexcel) 

Why should I take this course? 

The study of history is essential to the understanding 
of us as human beings. Studying history helps you to 
make links between the past and the present, 
understanding how cultures and society have 
developed, and how these have shaped the people 
that we are today. To study History is to gain an 
understanding of the mistakes of the past, giving us 
the opportunities to learn from them and shape the 
future without repeating them. 

Course structure: 

Paper 1 (30%) - Thematic study: Medicine in Britain, 
c1250– present 

• Medieval medicine (1250-1500) 
and the influence of ancient 
medicine 

• The medical renaissance – the 
rebirth of ideas in medicine (1500-
1700) 

• Medicine in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth century (1700-1900) 

• Modern medicine (1900-present) 

• The second part of the medicine 
enquiry includes a study on the 
British sector of the Western Front. 
This short study looks at the 
influence of WWI on British 
medicine and includes learning on: 

• The environment of the Western 
Front: trench warfare and other 
forms of warfare 

• Problems and solutions to helping 
the battlefield wounded 

• New medical discoveries which 
aided the British war effort 

Paper 2 (40%) - Period study: Superpower relations 
and the Cold War, 1941-91 - 20% 

• The origins of the Cold War (1941–58) 

• Cold War crises (1958–70) 

• The end of the Cold War (1970–91) 

British depth study: Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, c1060–88 - 20% 

A further topic on this paper covers the changes 
between Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 

including the reign of William the Conqueror and 
social, political and economic impacts of the Norman 
conquest: 

• Anglo-Saxon England and the 
Norman Conquest (1060–66) 

• William I in power: securing the 
kingdom (1066– 87) 

• Norman England (1066–88) 

Paper 3 (30%) – Modern Depth Study: Weimar and 
Nazi Germany, 1918–39 

The final paper covers the period directly before 
Hitler’s rise to power in Germany as well as his 
methods of gaining support and actions while leader 
of Germany from 1933 to the start of WWII in 1939. 
The main topics focus on: 

• The Weimar Republic: political, 
social and economic features 
(1918-1929) 

• Hitler’s rise to power (1919-1933) 

• Nazi control and dictatorship 
(1933-1939) 

• Life in Nazi Germany (1933-1939) 

How will I be assessed? 

100% exam, three exam papers, 5 units of study. 

What careers might this course lead to? 

Journalism, Law, Politics, Intelligence analyst (spy), 
Archiving, Record keeping, Museum curating, 
Television research and fact checking, teaching. 

 

Please contact Mr Wadsworth – Nick.Wadsworth@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries 

mailto:Nick.Wadsworth@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE Business Studies (Edexcel) 

Why should I take this course? 

Business Studies provides you with skills and 
knowledge that will support your development into a 
range of different career paths. As a student of 
Business you will understand how a business begins 
as a small enterprise growing into a successful 
Multinational, deepening an understanding of the 
external business environment, considering the 
economic environment, as wells as how to manage a 
successful business. You will develop as an effective 
and independent learner and reflective thinker with 
an enquiring mind; the skills that will enable you to 
find success academically and professionally. 

Course structure 

Theme 1: Investigating Small Businesses: 

• Enterprise and entrepreneurship 

• Spotting a business opportunity 

• Putting a business idea into 
practice 

• Understanding External influence 
on business. 

Theme 2: Building a Business: 

• Growing the business 

• Making Marketing Decisions 

• Making product decisions 

• Making financial decisions 

• Making human resource decisions 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 

Theme 1: Witten examination: 90 minutes (50% of 
qualification) 

Theme 2: Written Examination: 90 minutes (50% of 
qualification) 

What careers might this course lead to? 

Studying business will provide the skills and 
qualifications need to follow a variety of different 
career paths, as well as providing the knowledge to 
start your own business. 

Students attaining Grade C or equivalent Grade 4/5 
have the opportunity to study business at A’ Level. 
A’Level has a proven track record of producing 
highly successful business students who have 
progressed on to university to study arrange of 
business degrees from Business Finance, Marketing, 
International Business, and Business Management. 

Past students have included students working in 
International Marketing for Advertising Agencies, 
Business Law, Architecture, Accounting, Human 
Resource Management, Account Handlers, Product 
Development Managers, Teachers. As well as 
following an apprenticeship programmes within 
Banking and for Multinational companies. 

 

Please contact Mrs Dunn – Eileen.Dunn@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

  

mailto:Eileen.Dunn@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE Statistics (AQA) 

Why study this course? 

GCSE Statistics provides students with a critical 
appreciation of statistics and its place in everyday life. 
It encourages students to develop enquiring minds 
and become effective and independent learners. 
With a focus on handling data and probability, 
students acquire skills in and understanding of 
statistical concepts and methods. 

GCSE Statistics helps students develop a knowledge 
and understanding of: 

• the basics of statistics and statistical 
processes 

• statistics in everyday life 

• the ability to carry out enquiries 
confidently and skilfully 

• the ability to apply knowledge 
successfully in different contexts 

What careers might this course lead to? 

The course enables students to acquire transferable 
skills and knowledge that will enhance their career 
opportunities in many fields. It is particularly suitable 
for students who wish to progress to a range of A-
level subjects outside Maths, including A-level 
Sciences, Geography, Psychology and Business 
Studies. The possible careers that this could lead to 
are wide and varied such as Accountant, Data analyst, 
Finance and Banking, Research Scientist, Phycologist 
and many more. 

How will I be assessed? 

The exam board used is AQA and the qualification is 
assessed 100% by examination at the end of the 
course. This is split between two exam papers each 1 
hour and 30 minutes in length and will cover all the 
content that has been studied over the two years. 

 

 

Course Structure 

Over the two years student will take an in depth look 
at statistical methods with a real emphasis on their 
practical uses in the real world. The type of content is 
listed below; 

• the use of statistical techniques in a 
variety of authentic investigations, 
using real-world data in contexts 
such as, but not limited to, 
populations, climate, sales etc. 

• identifying trends through carrying 
out appropriate calculations and 
data visualisation techniques 

• the application of statistical 
techniques across the curriculum, in 
subjects such as the sciences, social 
sciences, computing, geography, 
business and economics, and 
outside the classroom in the world 
in general 

• critically evaluating data, 
calculations and evaluations that 
would be commonly encountered 
in their studies and in everyday life 

• understanding how technology has 
enabled the collection, visualisation 
and analysis of large quantities of 
data to inform decision-making 
processes in public, commercial 
and academic sectors, including 
how technology can be used to 
generate diagrams and 
visualisations to represent data 

• understand ways that data can be 
organised, processed and 
presented, including statistical 
measures to compare data, 
understanding the advantages of 
using technology to automate 
processing 

Please contact Mr Lyndon – Steve.Lyndon@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

mailto:Steve.Lyndon@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE Music (OCR) 

Entry Requirements: 

• Must have had experience playing 
an instrument to at least a 
competent standard. 

• Must be prepared to perform live. 

Why should I take this course? 

GCSE (9–1) in Music will provide a contemporary, 
accessible and creative education in Music with an 
integrated approach to the three main elements – 
performing, composing and appraising. Learners are 
encouraged to be creative and to broaden their 
musical horizons and understanding with Areas of 
Study that inspire and challenge. 

learners will explore performance and composition 
with a focus on their own instrument and develop 
their skills, as well as broaden their knowledge in a 
variety of musical styles and genres.  

GCSE (9–1) in Music is designed to appeal to, and 
cater for, a wide range of interests, instruments, 
personalities and directions. 

Course structure: 

The course is split into 3 parts and made up of 
components: all components except one focus on 
performing and composition the final component is 
dedicated to appraising music; developing listening 
skills, in preparation for a listening exam in the 
second year of the course. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

Parts 1 and 2, which focus on performance and 
composition, will make up 60% of the final grade with 
each part being worth 30% at 60 marks each. Part 3, 
the Listening and Appraising exam, is a written paper 
at a duration of 1 hour 30 minutes and is worth the 
remaining 40% of the final grade and is out of 80 
marks. 

What careers might this course lead to? 

This qualification provides a route either directly to 
employment or on to more advanced courses such as 
AS/A-Level Music or BTEC Level 3 Music. It is the 
academic basis for a variety of careers in the public 
and private sector such  as Composer, DJ, Radio 
Presenter, Performer, Producer, Teacher and 
Therapist/Psychologist (specialising in Music 
Therapy). 

 

Please contact Mr Piggott – Tyler.Piggott@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

 

mailto:Tyler.Piggott@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE Drama (AQA) 

Why should I take this course? 

GCSE Drama is mainly a practical exploration in 
Component 2 and Component 3. Component 1 is a 
written exam. This course engages and encourages 
students to become confident performers and 
designers with the skills they need for a bright and 
successful future. 

We've built in as much opportunity as possible for        
students to do what they like best – participate in 
performance. 

All students devise drama. 

All students explore texts practically and work on two 
text-based performances. 

Students provide evidence in a variety of ways, both 
written and practically. 

In selecting GCSE Drama, it is essential that you: 

• are committed to Drama 

• always commit to improving your 
performing skills 

• willing to work as both an individual 
and group performer 

• have an interest in Drama outside 
of school, either participating, 
watching or a possible career 

Course structure: 

The course is made up of three components: two that 
are internally assessed and one that’s externally 
assessed. The three-block structure, explore, develop 
and apply, has been developed to allow students to 
build on and embed their knowledge. This allows 
them to grow in confidence and then put into 
practice what they have learned. The assessment 
structure is also designed so that students can build 
on what they learn, and develop their skills, as they 
move through the course. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

The assessments are split into the following three 
components: 

• Component 1 (written exam)  
Understanding Drama – an 
opportunity to explore & develop 
specific subject knowledge. 

• Component 2 – (practical) 
Devising Theatre – creating & 
developing a devised piece of 
theatre. 

• Component 3 – (practical) 
Texts in Practise – performance of 
two extracts from one play. 

What careers might this course lead to? 

This qualification provides a route either directly to 
employment or on to more advanced courses such as 
A Level Theatre Studies. It is the academic    basis for 
a variety of careers in the public and private sector 
such as a Broadcast journalist, Singing teacher, Actor, 
Director, Audio visual technician, Choreographer or 
Dance Teacher. 

 

Please contact Mrs Parmenter/Mrs Williams – Steph.Parmenter@manor.ttct.co.uk – 
Sophie.Williams@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

  

mailto:Steph.Parmenter@manor.ttct.co.uk
mailto:Sophie.Williams@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE Physical Education (OCR) 

Why should I take this course?  

GCSE Physical Education is an active learning 
experience where you will study both the theory and 
practical aspects of PE.  You will study how Physical 
factors component where you will develop your 
knowledge and understanding about the body’s 
systems and how they respond to training. You will 
also study how society affects sport and how sport 
affects society and also how the mind affects 
performance in sport.  From a practical perspective, 
you will study a full component on practical sport 
where you will have to perform in 3 sports: a team 
sport; an individual sport and also a final sport of 
your choice.  You will finally complete an Analysis of 
Performance where you will look at sporting 
performance and highlight its strengths and 
weaknesses and for its weakness create an action 
plan to improve – you will become the coach!!! 

Are you up for the challenge? In selecting GCSE PE it 
is important that you:  

• Love PE, sport and health and 
fitness 

• Love being active 

• Are committed to working hard in 
all areas of the course 

• Are looking to have a career in the 
sporting sector 

• Are able to perform well in 3 
sports! 

 

What careers might this course lead to?  

This qualification provides a route either directly to 
employment or on to more advanced courses such as 
our BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport or A 
Level PE . It is the academic basis for a variety of 
careers in the public and private sector such as a 
Fitness Instructor, Sports Development Officer, 
Sports Coach or Sport Dietician. 

 

 

Course Structure and Assessment: 

You will complete 4 components that will develop 
your all-round knowledge of Physical Education. They 
include the following: 

 You will study 4 Components:  

• Component 1: 
Physical Factors Affecting 
Performance 
1hr exam – 60 marks 
30% of the course  

• Component 2: 
Sociocultural Issues and Sports 
Psychology  
1hr exam – 60 marks 
30% of the course 

• Component 3: 
Practical Sport Performance 
3 sports – team, individual and 
choice (all sports need to be on the 
list) 
30% of the course – 60 marks 

• Component 4: 
Analysis of Performance  
10% of course – 20 marks 

 

Please contact Mr Roberts – Llyr.Roberts@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

  

mailto:Llyr.Roberts@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE Design & Technology, Product Design or Textiles specialism 

(AQA) 

Why should I take this course? 

GCSE Design and Technology prepares students to 
participate confidently and successfully in an 
increasingly technological world. Students gain 
awareness and learn from wider influences on Design 
and Technology including historical, social, cultural, 
environmental and economic factors. Students get 
the opportunity to work creatively when designing 
and making, and apply technical and practical 
expertise when working with a range of materials. 
Choosing either a Product Design or Textiles 
specialism will allow students to explore a particular 
area of interest to them within Design & Technology. 

Course Structure 

Exam – 50% 

Students sit a 2 hour written paper at the end of Year 
11, with a total of 100 marks. It will assess: 

Section A – Core technical principles (20 marks) 

A mixture of multiple choice and short answer 
questions assessing a breadth of technical 
knowledge and understanding. 

Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks) 
Several short answer questions (2–5 marks) and one 
extended response to assess a more in depth 
knowledge of technical principles. 

Section C – Designing and making principles (50 
marks) 

A mixture of short answer and extended response 
questions. Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) – 50% 

This assesses the practical application of core 
technical principles, specialist technical principles 
and designing and making principles. Students will 
spend approximately 30-35 hours working on a 
portfolio of research and design work, before 
producing a practical prototype and completing 
testing and evaluation focussing on using materials 
and processes relevant to their specialism. They will 
work towards a context set by the exam board. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

50% external exam, and 50% NEA which is marked 
internally and moderated by the exam board. 

What careers might this course lead to? 

Any career in design such as graphic designer, 
product designer, jewellery designer, furniture 
designer, or architect. GCSE D&T with a Product 
Design specialism is also relevant to careers in 
construction, manufacturing or engineering. GCSE 
D&T with a Textiles specialism can lead to careers in 
fashion design, interior design, pattern cutting and 
fashion production/costume design. 

 

Please contact Mrs Hibbard – Holly.Hibbard@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries 

  

mailto:Holly.Hibbard@manor.ttct.co.uk
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BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care 

Why should I take this course? 

The BTEC Health and Social Care is a vocational 
course, focusing on preparing students for working 
in the health and social care sector. If you would like 
to work with people in the future, then this course is a 
great qualification to get you started. You will learn 
about how health problems are tackled in the UK, the 
impact that different factors have on individuals’ 
health and wellbeing and how to care for people 
effectively. 

Course structure: 

Component 1 - growth and development 
Component 2 - working in health and social care 
Component 3 - health and wellbeing 

 

How will I be assessed? 

Component 1 is assessed by a synoptic task at the 
end of the course. 

The other components are assessed by coursework 
and each have 2-3 assignments, which all count 
towards your final grade and are worth 60%. 

What careers might this course lead to? 

Midwifery, Nursing, Medicine, Dentistry, Social Work, 
Care Work and Counselling 

 

Please contact Mrs Orr – Lauren.Orr@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

  

mailto:Lauren.Orr@manor.ttct.co.uk
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BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information Technology 

Why should I take this course? 

Information Technology is an ever-changing fast 
paced practical subject equipping you with the skills 
to take on new and unknown problems and design 
answers to new challenges due to the speed at which 
the industry is evolving. 

Students will gain knowledge and skills based on real 
world scenarios set by the exam board for the two 
coursework modules e.g., developing their own 
interactive user guide. 

Students will have the ability to have a hands-on 
course alongside traditional GCSEs giving them a 
taste of what the sector is like as well as the essential 
skills and confidence to succeed in their next steps 
with the new BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information 
Technology. Students can produce practical 
responses to a digital brief and gain valuable skills for 
a modern future in a digital industry. 

You can gain valuable thinking and logistical skills 
that are extremely attractive in the modern workplace 
as well as develop advanced skills in using Microsoft 
office suite of programs with more specialist IT 
related software. These together underpin our 
modern society and workplace that evolves around 
data and staying safe, thinking about Cyber Security 
and how to keep data safe, on the move. 

 

Course Structure: 

Component 1: Exploring User Interface Design               
Principles and Project Planning Techniques 

Coursework (weighting 30%) 

Understand interface design for individuals and 
organisations 

Be able to use project planning techniques to plan, 
design and develop a user interface 

Be able to review a user interface 

Component 2: Collecting, Presenting and 
Interpreting Data  

Coursework: (weighting 30%) 

Understand how data is collected by organisations 
and its impact on individuals 

Be able to create a dashboard using data 
manipulation tools 

Be able to draw conclusions and review data 
presentation methods. 

Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practices 

Exam: (weighting 40%)  

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge of facts, terms, 
processes, and issues in relation to digital 
information technology  

AO2 Demonstrate an understanding of facts, terms, 
processes, and issues in relation to digital 
information technology 

AO3 Apply an understanding of facts, terms, 
processes, and issues in relation to digital 
information technology  

AO4 Make connections with the concepts, issues, 
terms, and processes in digital information 
technology 

Grading of the award Level 1 Pass – Level 2 
Distinction* 

What careers might this course lead to? 

Cyber Security, Marketing, Project Management, 
Data Management and Creative or Technical roles 

 

Please contact Mr Mullan – Alistair.Mullan@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

  

mailto:Alistair.Mullan@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE Computer Science (OCR) 

Why should I take this course? 

Computer Science is a very practical subject, 
students will be able to use the knowledge and skills 
they learn in the classroom on real life problems. The 
world is evolving with IT and Computer Science at its 
core. 

On the course you will gain valuable thinking and 
programming skills that are extremely attractive in 
the modern workplace. These skills will link across 
many other subjects in school. You will gain a deep 
understanding of problem-solving and experience in 
creating logical and efficient solutions as well as the 
ability to write down solutions and problems for 
other people to understand. The course will gain you 
a good grounding in mainstream computing theory 
and understanding. 

This subject teaches you to think, to be inventive and 
to be part of a developing, engaging and dynamic 
future for the world. 

Course Structure: 

Component One: Computer systems Study how 
processors work. 

System architecture Memory and storage 

Computer networks connections and protocols 
Network security 

System software 

 Ethical legal cultural and environmental impacts of 
digital technology 

Component Two: Computational thinking, algorithm 
and programming 

Algorithms 

Programming fundamentals Producing robust 
programs Boolean logic 

Programming languages and integrated 
Development Environments 

 

How will I be assessed? 

There will be two paper-based exams 1.5 hours long. 

What careers might this course lead to? 

Computer Scientist, Software Architect, Hardware 
Architect, Network Designer and Engineer, Working 
in multimedia design, working with range of software 
tools and packages and being a Software Developer 
or Engineer, Computer aided engineering, 
Computer aided design, Computer Programmer, 
Electrical engineer, Teacher, University Lecturer, 
Research Fellow, IT analyst programmer, Web 
Developer, Astronaut using computer science 
instruments, Computer Games Developer or Tester, 
IT Security Analyst, IT Security, Systems Analyst or 
developing Medical Equipment for new Robotic 
Operations. 

There are a host of possible futures where a GCSE in 
Computer Science can benefit you immensely. 

 

Please contact Mr Mullan – Alistair.Mullan@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

 

  

mailto:Alistair.Mullan@manor.ttct.co.uk
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GCSE in Art and Design 

Why should I take this course? 

The skills developed through Art and Design 
education are central to many roles in the creative 
industries. 

The creative sector is a collection of exciting and 
vibrant industries, including fashion, games design, 
advertising, graphics, publishing, craft, product 
design, interior design and architecture. 

Employers and universities are now favouring 
creative courses as they allow students to develop 
their creative skills in a way that reflect industry 
needs. The Art and Design course equips students to 
work within this fast-growing sector, providing them 
with a set of skills that apply to a range of different 
disciplines. 

Students who love being creative will love this 
course. 

Course Structure 

Year 10 coursework, Component 1, 60% of the 
overall grade. You are introduced to a broad range 
of different specialist pathways including working in 
2D and 3D. 

Year 11 continuation of coursework and an exam, 
Component 2, based on a given theme from the 
exam board, 40% of the overall grade. 

• Develop ideas informed by 
contextual and cultural studies. 

• Explore the work of historical and 
contemporary practitioners. 

• Explore a stimulating and diverse 
range of materials, techniques and 
processes. 

• Develop skills to refine and reflect 
upon work as it progresses. 

• Exercise skilful and safe application 
of materials, processes and 
techniques. 

• Develop communication skills to 
gather, select, organize and analyse 
information relevant to personal 
intentions. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

In year 10 you are assessed through coursework, 
where you develop a portfolio of work demonstrating 
understanding of a broad range of historical and 
contemporary practitioners and practical working 
methods. 

In year 11 you will be given the opportunity to further 
refine and develop your coursework ideas and 
outcomes. In addition, there is a further exam unit; 
you will develop practical research and investigation 
skills which will enable you to develop an 
understanding of how artists and designers produce 
work for a specific purpose. You will then apply your 
research findings in order to generate your own final 
piece of work in response to a given stimuli. The final 
outcome is realised in supervised time. 

What careers might this course lead to? 

• Graphic Design/games design 

• Interior Design 

• Architecture 

• Fashion/textiles 

• Publishing 

• Product Design

Please contact Mrs Ferguson – Bonita.Harris@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

  

mailto:Bonita.Harris@manor.ttct.co.uk
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VTCT Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy 

Why should I take this course? 

If you're ambitious and have the right personality and 
skills then you could be working in a salon, on a 
cruise ship, on a film set - the world is your oyster. 
Being a hairstylist is a skill that you can use in all walks 
of life, as long as you have got the determination and 
you are not afraid of hard work then this could be the 
course that leads you into a job for life. 

Hair and beauty therapy is a chance for you to show 
your enthusiasm and inspiration for the subject. The 
aim of this qualification is to use the hair and beauty 
sector as a vehicle to develop 

In this qualification you develop your hairdressing 
and beauty therapy skills, which will open doors and 
inspire you to invest in a range of opportunities and 
careers (e.g. media, TV, film, fashion and theatre) 

The Manor Academy has its very own purpose-built 
beauty salon. Choosing Hair and Beauty will allow 
you to learn in a real-life environment, providing you 
with the opportunities to get a feel for a future career 
in the sector. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

You will have to demonstrate your competence by 
undertaking practical assessments at the end of every 
unit. You will have to build a portfolio which 
demonstrates your knowledge and understanding of 
the subject. There is also an online exam that 
students have to sit. This course will be hard work, so 
we are looking for the right applicants whom we can 
offer a real hands-on subject with real career 
potential. 

The main component of this course is practical but 
don’t think that written work and assessments are not 
part of the process any more than would be the case 
on a future apprenticeship program. 

 

 

Please contact Miss Wallace – Candice.Wallace@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries

  

mailto:Candice.Wallace@manor.ttct.co.uk
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Supporting students with SEND and additional needs 

Support for children with SEND: 

Every child is different, and at the Manor Academy we aspire to support your child to achieve to the very best of 
their ability throughout Key Stage 4. We are proud of every one of our students with SEND and of their continued 
success in school and in their exams. We have a highly skilled and well-regarded SEND team who provide effective 
support from the moment a child starts studying for their GCSEs up to their final exams. Just like in Key Stage 3, 
children on the SEND register continue to benefit from support from their SEND mentors and have pupil passports 
to inform teachers of the best ways to meet their needs in lessons. 

Children with SEND will have support from their SEND mentor when picking their options subjects and if you 
would like further advice, you can contact the school’s Deputy SENCo, Anna Barker, to discuss options pathways. 
Further to this, the school has three educational pathways to ensure that subjects studied match tightly to a child’s 
learning needs and students requiring further support, enhanced provision and more opportunity to focus on core 
subjects are able to follow pathway 3. All students will have the opportunity to make a range of options choices 
and to pick subjects that they enjoy and a child will receive whatever support is needed whether they are in 
pathway 1, 2 or 3. 

Access Arrangements: 

It is possible that your child may be entitled to access arrangements for their exams. The school will automatically 
monitor students with identified needs and carry out any testing that is required automatically as part of our 
processes. Eligibility criteria is strict and only children who qualify are able to receive this support, however, if you 
have any concerns regarding exam access, please contact Anna Barker, Deputy SENCo to discuss. 

Life skills pathway: 

Some students will be given the opportunity to complete a programme of life skills study lessons alongside their 
GCSE subjects. This will include further literacy and numeracy support alongside lessons regarding financial 
education, personal transport and independent skills sessions. This option will be invitation only and not open to 
be selected as part of a pathway choice. 

 

Please contact Mr Hudson – Chris.Hudson@manor.ttct.co.uk if you have any queries 

  

mailto:Chris.Hudson@manor.ttct.co.uk
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FAQs 

How do we personalise or amend Key 
Stage 4 at The Manor Academy? 

All students’ pathways at Key Stage 4 are individual 
and personalised, and each student will be placed on 
the most suitable and beneficial pathway to help 
ensure they achieve their potential and provide them 
with the best options to follow Key Stage 4. All 
students’ progress and achievement in their chosen 
subjects is monitored and assessed at regular 
intervals throughout Key Stage 4. Students’ pathways 
are regularly reviewed in light of up-to-date 
predicted grades to ensure their choices continue to 
provide the most appropriate curriculum for 
students. 

What is a GCSE? 

GCSE stands for the General Certificate of Secondary 
Education. The government is currently introducing 
new GCSEs. For your child this will apply to all 
subjects which will be assessed on a 1-9 scale, where 
9 is the best. 

What are the examinations like? 

The examinations are set to reward positive 
achievement. Therefore, they allow candidates to 
show what they know, understand and can do. This 
means that most students are able to take the GCSE 
examination. 

What do the GCSE examinations involve? 

Most GCSEs are a combination of controlled 
assessment and final examinations, the proportion of 
which varies from subject to subject. 

What is controlled assessment? 

Controlled assessment includes any work that is 
carried out and assessed whilst the course is in 
progress. In most subjects, controlled assessment 
gives students the opportunity to use skills and 
techniques they would be unable to use in a terminal 
examination. These are delivered within controlled 
conditions in school. BTEC qualifications have a 
significantly higher proportion of controlled 
assessment than GCSE’s. 

What demands do controlled assessment 
place upon students? 

The amount of controlled assessment and its 
contribution to the final grade will vary from subject 
to subject. When making choices, students should be 
careful to consider where their strengths lie. 

Controlled assessment can take a lot of pressure off 
the final exam, especially now that these are done 
terminally, i.e. at the end of the course. It often 
involves working both at home and at school for an 
extended period. This means that time must be 
planned and managed carefully. It is also very 
important that deadlines are met. However, 
controlled assessment can be stressful if it is not 
planned and managed correctly by students who 
leave it to the ‘last minute’. A controlled assessment 
calendar is produced to reduce the overlap in 
controlled assessment from different subjects and 
also to help students manage their time. 

What is the school doing to help students 
with their homework, controlled 
assessment and exams? 

Each year the students will use their planners to plan 
and record their work. This is monitored by tutors 
and parents. In addition, revision booklets are 
provided in the lead up to final examinations. They 
are used in conjunction with a mentoring system to 
ensure a sound preparation for all students. 
Mentoring involves students meeting staff on a 
regular basis to identify progress and set targets. We 
hope that by offering this support we will not only 
reduce the pressure and stress that accompanies 
GCSE controlled assessment and exams but will also 
improve students’ performance and so enable them 
to gain higher grades. 
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How do we monitor student progress? 

Students are given subject target grades at the 
beginning of each academic year. Students from Y10 
onwards will be given a final GCSE grade to aim for. 
These are based on data provided from the prior 
attainment in Key Stage 2 and our own assessments 
during Key Stage 3. The targets are chosen not only 
to be challenging, but also to add value to attainment 
made at Key Stage 2. We also look at predictions 
from end of unit assessments taken in Year’s 7, 8 and 
9. 

Overall this gives us an indication of students’ 
general ability and we then track this on our 
flightpath. Target grades are then adjusted to reflect 
a student’s ‘real’ ability and provide an appropriate 
level of challenge. Throughout Key Stage 4, students 
are regularly assessed across all subjects to ensure 
that progress continues to be made or that 
appropriate actions are taken. Targets are chosen to 
be challenging as challenging targets are proven to 
raise students’ aspirations about what they can 
achieve 

 Are there any career websites I can visit 
for further information? 

While some students have a clear idea of the career 
path they would like to follow, others do not. The 
following websites include information about 
different careers and some include quizzes to help 
students identify areas of work they may not have 
previously thought about. They may prove useful 
when choosing GCSE options or to support 
discussions about GCSE options at home. 

For information related to GCSE options, 
jobs and interactive career quizzes: 

It's all about Careers www.allaboutcareers.com 

Icould www.icould.com 

Careers Pilot www.careerspilot.org.uk 

Prospects www.prospects.ac.uk 

  

http://www.prospects.ac.uk/
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