12 books to read before age 12
EMERGING readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

War / Family / Self-confidence

Sports / Friendship / Funny

Funny / Action / Crime

Horror / Mystery / Sci-fi

Book +

The Invasion
of Crooked Oak
By
Dan Smith

Dog Man
By
Dav Pilkey

Blurb

Read?


Something sinister is happening in Crooked
Oak ... Ever since the fracking site closed,
Nancy's parents have been acting weird.
Their eyes are blank, they won't eat - it's
like they're no longer themselves. And now
the symptoms are affecting others as
well ... Nancy and her friends Pete and
Krish are determined to find out what's
going on. But the deeper they dig, the
scarier the mystery gets.
George and Harold are in big trouble again!
They have created a new breed of justice - one that is part dog, part man, and ALL
HERO! With the head of a dog and the
body of a human, this heroic hound digs
into deception, claws after crooks, rolls
over robbers, and scampers after squirrels. Will he be able to resist the call of
the wild to answer the call of duty?

Date :
……………………
……………………

Date :
……………………
……………………

Roller Girl
By
Victoria
Jamieson

Owen and the
Soldier
By
Lisa Thompson

Astrid has always done everything with her
best friend Nicole. So when Astrid falls in
love with roller derby and signs up for a
summer camp, she's sure Nicole will be
right by her side - until Nicole signs up for
ballet camp instead, with Astrid's biggest
rival. So begins the hardest summer of
Astrid's life, as she struggles to stay on
her skates, to learn who she is without Nicole ...and to find out what it takes to be a
strong, tough, awesome roller girl.
A crumbling stone soldier sits on a bench in
the park. Only Owen understands how important he is. At home, Owen and his mum
are struggling and there's nobody he can
talk to. Hidden away in the park, Owen
feels free to be himself. When the warweary soldier is listening, his worries slip
away. But nobody else cares about the soldier, and the town council want to tear him
down. Owen's the only one who can save
him but can he find the courage to speak
up before it's too late?

Date :
……………………

……………………

Date :
……………………
……………………

12 books to read at age 12
ESTABLISHED readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Fantasy / Horror /

Horror / Action / Sci-fi

Book +

Crater Lake

By
Jennifer Killick

The Graveyard
Book
By

Neil Gaiman

War / Historical / Refugees

Adventure / Survival

The Explorer
By
Katherine
Rundell

After the War
By
Tom Palmer

Blurb

Read?


Who is the mysterious bloodstained man
who stops their coach? Why is no one
around when Lance and the rest of Year
Six arrive at the brand new Crater Lake
activity centre? But this is just the beginning of the school trip from hell; a fight
for survival that sees five pupils band together to save their classmates from an
alien fate far worse than death. But whatever happens, they must Never. Ever. Fall
asleep!
When a baby escapes a murderer intent on
killing the entire family, who would have
thought it would find safety and security in
the local graveyard? Brought up by the
resident ghosts, ghouls and spectres, Bod
has an eccentric childhood learning about
life from the dead. But for Bod there is
also the danger of the murderer still looking for him - after all, he is the last remaining member of the family.
Inside a tiny aeroplane, Fred watches as
the Amazon jungle passes by below him. He
has always dreamed of becoming an explorer, of making history and of reading his
name amongst the lists of great discoveries. When the plane crashes, he and the
three other children may be alive, but the
jungle is a vast, untamed place. With no
hope of rescue, the chance of getting home
feels impossibly small. Except, it seems,
someone has been there before them.
Summer 1945. WWII is finally over and
Yossi, Leo and Mordecai are among three
hundred children who arrive in the English
Lake District. Having survived the horrors
of the Nazi concentration camps, they've
finally reached a place of safety and peace,
where they can hopefully begin to recover.
But Yossi is haunted by thoughts of his
missing father and disturbed by terrible
nightmares. As he waits desperately for
news from home, he fears that Mordecai
and Leo - the closest thing to family he has
left - will move on without him.

Date :
……………………
……………………

Date :
……………………
……………………

Date :
……………………

……………………

Date :
……………………
……………………

12 books to read at age 12
EXCELLING readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Dystopian / Romance

Family / Funny / Confidence

Adventure / Historical

Book +

Where the
World Ends
By
Geraldine
McCaughrean

Jemima Small
versus the
Universe

By
Tamsin Winter

Noughts and
Crosses
By
Malorie
Blackman

Adventure / Fantasy

The Hobbit
By
J. R. R. Tolkien

Blurb

Read?


In the summer of 1727, a group of men and
boys are put ashore on a remote sea stac
to harvest birds for food. No one returns
to collect them. Why? Surely nothing but
the end of the world can explain why they
have been abandoned to endure storms,
starvation and terror. How can they survive, housed in stone and imprisoned on
every side by the ocean?

Date :
……………………
……………………

Jemima Small is funny and smart. She
knows a lot of things. Like the fact that
she's made of 206 bones, over 600 muscles
and trillions of cells. What she doesn't
know is how that can be true and yet she
can still sometimes feel like nothing. Or
how being made to join the school's special
healthy lifestyle group - aka Fat Club could feel any less special. But Jemima also
knows that the biggest stars in the universe are the brightest. And maybe it's
her time to shine.
Sephy is a Cross - a member of the darkskinned ruling class. Callum is a nought - a
'colourless' member of the underclass who
were once slaves to the Crosses. The two
have been friends since early childhood.
But that's as far as it can go. Against a
background of prejudice and distrust, including violent terrorist activity by
Noughts, a romance builds between Sephy
and Callum - a romance that is to lead both
of them into terrible danger.
Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely travelling
further than the pantry of his hobbit-hole
in Bag End. But his contentment is disturbed when the wizard, Gandalf, and a
company of thirteen dwarves arrive on his
doorstep one day to whisk him away on an
unexpected journey 'there and back again'.
They have a plot to raid the treasure
hoard of Smaug the Magnificent, a large
and very dangerous dragon.

Date :
……………………
……………………

Date :
……………………

……………………

Date :
……………………
……………………

