16 books to read before age 16
EMERGING readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Romance / Mental health

Funny / Real life

Book +

The Gifted, the
Talented and
Me
By
William
Sutcliffe
All the Bright
Places
By

Jennifer Niven

By
Cults / Trauma

Read?


Fifteen-year-old Sam is not a famous vlogger,
he's never gone viral, and he doesn't want to be
the Next Big Thing. In fact he's ordinary and
proud of it. None of which was a problem until
Dad got rich and Mum made the whole family
move to London. Now Sam's off to the North
London Academy for the Gifted and Talented,
where everyone's busy planning Hollywood domination or starting alt-metal psychedelica crossover bands. Sam knows he'll never belong, even
if he wanted to. And that's before he ends up
on stage wearing nothing but a fur onesie
Theodore Finch is fascinated by death, and he
constantly thinks of ways he might kill himself.
But each time, something good stops him. Violet
Markey lives for the future, counting the days
until graduation. When they meet on the ledge
of the bell tower at school, it's unclear who
saves whom. And when they pair up on a project
both make more important discoveries: It's only
with her that he can be himself - and only with
him that she start living them.

Date :
……………………
……………………

Date :
……………………
……………………

After the Fire

Funny / Friendship / Aspiration

Blurb

Will Hill

Chinglish
by
Sue Cheung

We meet Moonbeam after the fire which ripped
through her small community, deep in the Texas
desert, killing many of her Brothers and Sisters
and their leader, Father John. Now safe in a
facility, Moonbeam is questioned about what
happened. But it’s not an easy story to tell - she
can’t tell them what she did, can she?
Uneasily, Moonbeam tells her story of life in
the sect and the shocking events that led to
the fire. And slowly she makes sense of her role
in the tragedy, and she starts to trust again – in
those trying to help her, and in herself.
Jo Kwan is a teenager growing up in 1980s Coventry with her annoying little sister, too-cool
older brother, a series of very unlucky pets and
utterly bonkers parents. But unlike the other
kids at her new school or her posh cousins, Jo
lives above her parents' Chinese takeaway. And
things can be tough - whether it's unruly customers or the snotty popular girls who bully Jo
for being different. Even when she does find a
BFF who actually likes Jo for herself, she still
has to contend with her erratic dad's behaviour. All Jo dreams of is breaking free and
forging a career as an artist.

Date :
……………………

……………………

Date :
……………………
……………………

16 books to read before age 16
EMERGING readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Family / Romance / Religion

Book +

I am Thunder

By
Muhammad
Khan

Blurb

Read?


Fifteen-year-old Muzna Saleem dreams of
becoming a novelist. There's just one problem - her super-controlling parents have
already planned her life out for her. Oh,
and boyfriends are totally haram. No one is
more surprised than humble Muzna when
high school hottie, Arif Malik, takes an interest in her. But Arif and his brother are
angry at the West for demonizing Islam.
As Arif begins to lead Muzna down a dark
path, she faces a terrible choice: keep quiet and betray her beliefs, or speak up and
betray her heart?

Date :
……………………
……………………

16 books to read before age 16
ESTABLISHED readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Crime / Mystery / Thriller

Verse / Family / Crime

Historical / Spy / Thriller

Supernatural / Fantasy

Book +

The Deathless
Girls
By
Kiran Millwood
Hargrave

Orphan,
Monster, Spy
By
Matt Killeen

Moonrise
By
Sarah Crossan

Martyn Pig
By
Kevin Brooks

Blurb

Read?


On the eve of her divining, the day she'll discover her fate, seventeen-year-old Lil and her
twin sister Kizzy are enslaved by the cruel Boyar Valcar. Forced to work in the harsh and unwelcoming castle kitchens, Lil is comforted
when she meets Mira, a fellow slave who she
feels drawn to in a way she doesn't understand.
But she also learns about the Dragon, a mysterious and terrifying figure of myth and legend
who takes girls as gifts. They may not have had
their divining day, but the girls will still discover their fate..

Date :
……………………
……………………

A teenage spy. A Nazi boarding school. The
performance of a lifetime.
Sarah has played many roles - but now she
faces her most challenging of all. Because
there's only one way for a Jewish orphan
spy to survive at a school for the Nazi
elite. And that's to become a monster like
them. They think she is just a little girl.
But she is the weapon they never saw coming... with a mission to destroy them all.

They think I hurt someone. But I didn't. You hear? Cos people are gonna be
telling you all kinds of lies. I need you
to know the truth. Joe hasn't seen his
brother for ten years, and it's for the
most brutal of reasons. Ed is on death
row. But now Ed's execution date has
been set, and Joe is determined to
spend those last weeks with him, no
matter what other people think ...
Did I hate him? Of course I hated him.
But I never meant to kill him. With his
father dead, Martyn has a choice. Tell
the police what happened - and be suspected of murder. Or get rid of the
body and get on with the rest of his
life. Simple, right? Not quite. One story leads to another. Secrets and lies
become darker and crazier. And
Martyn is faced with twists and turns
that leave him reeling. Life is never
easy. But death is even harder.

Date :
……………………
……………………

Date :
……………………

……………………

Date :
……………………
……………………

16 books to read before age 16
ESTABLISHED readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Mystery / Thriller / Horror

Book +

Hold Back the
Tide
By
Melinda
Salisbury

Blurb

Read?


Everyone knows what happened to Alva's mother, all those years ago. But
when dark forces begin to stir in
Ormscaula, Alva has to face a very different future - and question everything she thought she knew about her
past.

Date :
……………………
……………………

16 books to read before age 16
EXCELLING readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Coming of age / Classics

Nature / Autism / Family

Book +

Diary of a
Young
Naturalist
By
Dara McAnulty

The Catcher in
the Rye
By

J. D. Salinger

Fantasy / Funny

Read?


This chronicles the turning of Dara McAnulty's world through the seasons, on his
home patch, at school, in the wild and in his
head. Evocative, raw and beautifully written, this startling and special book vividly
explores the natural world from the perspective of an autistic teenager coping
with the uprooting of home, school, and his
mental health, while pursuing his life as a
conservationist and environmental activist.

A 16-year old American boy relates in
his own words the experiences he goes
through at school and after, and reveals with unusual candour the workings of his own mind. What does a boy
in his teens think and feel about his
teachers, parents, friends and acquaintances?

Date :
……………………
……………………

Date :
……………………
……………………

Wyrd Sisters

Gangs / Crime / Thriller

Blurb

By

Three witches gathered on a lonely
heath are about to find that meddling in royal politics is a lot more
complicated than certain playwrights would have you believe...

Terry

……………………

Pratchett

Brighton Rock
By
Graham Greene

Date :

……………………
A gang war is raging through the dark
underworld of Brighton. Seventeenyear-old Pinkie, malign and ruthless,
has killed a man. Believing he can escape retribution, he is unprepared for
the courageous, life-embracing Ida Arnold. Greene's gripping thriller exposes
a world of loneliness and fear, of life
lived on the 'dangerous edge of
things.'

Date :
……………………
……………………

16 books to read before age 16
EXCELLING readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Gothic / Mystery / Classics

Nature / Family / Classics

Book +

A Kestrel for a
Knave
By
Barry Hines

Blurb

Read?


Life is tough and cheerless for Billy
Casper, a disillusioned teenager growing up in a small Yorkshire mining town.
Violence is commonplace and he is frequently cold and hungry. Yet he is determined to be a survivor and when he
finds Kes, a kestrel hawk he discovers
a passion in life.

Date :
……………………
……………………

Rebecca
By
Daphne du
Maurier

On a trip to the South of France, the shy
heroine of Rebecca falls in love with Maxim
de Winter, a handsome widower. Although
his proposal comes as a surprise, she happily agrees to marry him. But as they arrive
at her husband's home, Manderley, a
change comes over Maxim, and the young
bride is filled with dread. Friendless in the
isolated mansion, she realises that she
barely knows him. In every corner of every
room is the phantom of his beautiful first
wife, Rebecca, and the new Mrs de Winter
walks in her shadow.

Date :
……………………
……………………

