17 books to read before age 17
EMERGING readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Murder mystery / crime

Crime / Thriller / Family

Romance / LGBTQ / Uni

Family / Real life / Emotions

Book +

Furious Thing

By
Jenny
Downham

The Falling in
Love Montage
By

Ciara Smyth

Orangeboy
By
Patrice
Lawrence

Magpie
Murders
by
Anthony
Horowitz

Blurb

Read?


Lexi's angry. And it's getting worse. If only she
could stop losing her temper and behave herself, her step-father would accept her, her
mum would love her like she used to and her
step-brother would declare his crushing desire
to spend the rest of his life with her. She
wants these things so badly she determines to
swallow her anger and make her family proud.
But pushing fury down doesn't make it disappear. Instead, it simmers below the surface
waiting to erupt. There'll be fireworks when it
does.
Seventeen-year-old Saoirse has finished with
exams and is facing a long hot summer before
uni. She plans to party, get drunk, watch horror
movies and forget all her troubles by kissing
girls. Ever since the breakupocalypse with her
ex Hannah, she's been alone and angry, dealing
with the hole left in her family by her sick
mother's absence. Worse, Dad drops a bombshell: he's remarrying at the end of the summer. Enter the scene: Ruby, who might just be
the prettiest girl Saoirse's ever seen.

Not cool enough, not clever enough, not street
enough for anyone to notice me. I was the kid
people looked straight through. NOT ANY
MORE. NOT SINCE MR ORANGE. Sixteen-year
-old Marlon has made his mum a promise - he'll
never follow his big brother, Andre, down the
wrong path. So far, it's been easy, but when a
date ends in tragedy, Marlon finds himself
hunted. They're after the mysterious Mr Orange, and they're going to use Marlon to get to
him. Marlon's out of choices - can he become
the person he never wanted to be, to protect
everyone he loves?
Editor Susan Ryland has worked with bestselling
crime writer Alan Conway for years. Readers
love his detective, Atticus Pünd, a celebrated
solver of crimes in the sleepy English villages of
the 1950s. But Conway's latest tale of murder
at Pye Hall is not quite what it seems. Yes,
there are dead bodies and a host of intriguing
suspects, but hidden in the pages of the manuscript lies another story: a tale written between
the very words on the page, telling of real-life
jealousy, greed, ruthless ambition and murder.
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17 books to read before age 17
EMERGING readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Memory / Fantasy

Book +

The Ocean at
the End of the
Lane
By
Neil Gaiman

Blurb

Read?


This is what he remembers, as he sits by
the ocean at the end of the lane: A dead
man on the back seat of the car, and warm
milk at the farmhouse. An ancient little
girl, and an old woman who saw the moon
being made. A beautiful housekeeper with a
monstrous smile. And dark forces woken
that were best left undisturbed. They are
memories hard to believe, waiting at the
edges of things. The recollections of a man
who thought he was lost but is now, perhaps, remembering a time when he was
saved . . .

Date :
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17 books to read before age 17
ESTABLISHED readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Medicine / Non-fiction

Sci—fi / Action / Survival

Historical / Fantasy / Sci-fi

Book +

The Invisible
Life of Addie
Larue
By
V. E. Schwab

The Martian
By
Andy Weir

This is Going to
Hurt
By
Adam Kay

By
Robert Harris

Read?


When Addie La Rue makes a pact with the devil,
she trades her soul for immortality. But there's
always a price - the devil takes away her place
in the world, cursing her to be forgotten by
everyone.
Addie flees her tiny home town in 18th-Century
France, beginning a journey that takes her
across the world, learning to live a life where no
one remembers her and everything she owns is
lost and broken. Existing only as a muse for artists throughout history, she learns to fall in
love anew every single day.

I'm stranded on Mars. I have no way to
communicate with Earth. I'm in a habitat
designed to last 31 days. If the oxygenator
breaks down, I'll suffocate. If the water
reclaimer breaks down, I'll die of thirst. If
the hab breaches, I'll just kind of explode.
If none of those things happen, I'll eventually run out of food and starve to death.
So yeah. I'm screwed.

Fatherland
Alt history / Thriller

Blurb

Date :
……………………
……………………

Date :
……………………
……………………

Welcome to the life of a junior doctor: 97hour weeks, life and death decisions, a constant tsunami of bodily fluids, and the hospital parking meter earns more than you.
Scribbled in secret after endless days,
sleepless nights and missed weekends, this
book provides a no-holds-barred account of
life on the NHS front line. Hilarious, horrifying and heartbreaking, this diary is everything you wanted to know about life on
and off the hospital ward.

Fatherland is set in an alternative
world where Hitler has won the Second
World War. It is April 1964 and one
week before Hitler's 75th birthday.
Xavier March, a detective of the Kriminalpolizei, is called out to investigate
the discovery of a dead body in a lake
near Berlin's most prestigious suburb.
As March discovers the identity of the
body, he uncovers signs of a conspiracy
that could go to the very top of the
German Reich.
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17 books to read before age 17
ESTABLISHED readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Aspirations / Journeys

Myth / Romance / Retellings

Book +

The Song of
Achilles
By
Madeline
Miller

The Alchemist
By
Paulo Coelho

Blurb

Read?


Greece in the age of heroes. Patroclus, an awkward young prince, has been exiled to the court
of King Peleus and his perfect son Achilles.
They become friends, and as they grow into
young men skilled in the war and medicine, their
bond blossoms into something deeper. But after
Helen of Sparta is kidnapped, Achilles must go
to war in distant Troy. Torn between love and
fear for his friend, Patroclus goes too, little
knowing that the years that follow will test everything they hold dear.

Santiago, a young shepherd living in the
hills of Andalucia, feels that there is
more to life than his humble home and
his flock. One day he finds the courage
to follow his dreams into distant lands,
each step galvanised by the knowledge
that he is following the right path: his
own. The people he meets along the
way, the things he sees and the wisdom
he learns are life-changing.
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17 books to read before age 17
EXCELLING readers
Book +

Title +

genre and themes

author

Historical / Fantasy / Magic

Horror / Mystery

The Shining

By
Stephen King

Jonathan
Strange & Mr
Norrell

By
Susanna Clarke

Class / Family / Romance

Fantasy / Funny

The Handmaid’s
Tale
By
Margaret
Atwood

Howards End
By
E. M. Forster

Blurb

Read?


Five-year-old Danny is a ’shiner’ who has
visions. When his father becomes caretaker of the Overlook Hotel, Danny's visions
grow out of control. As winter cut them
off, the hotel seems to develop a life of its
own. It is meant to be empty. So who is the
lady in Room 217 and who are the masked
guests going up and down in the elevator?
And why do the hedges shaped like animals
seem so alive?
The year is 1806. Centuries have passed
since practical magicians faded into the
nation’s past. But scholars of this glorious
history discover that one remains: the reclusive Mr Norrell. Proceeding to London,
he raises a beautiful woman from the dead
and summons an army of ghostly ships to
terrify the French. Yet the cautious, fussy
Norrell is challenged by the emergence of
another magician: the brilliant novice Jonathan Strange.

Offred is a Handmaid in The Republic of Gilead,
a religious totalitarian state in what was formerly the U.S. She is placed in the household of
The Commander, Fred Waterford and has only
one function: to breed. If Offred refuses, she
will be hanged. Yet even a repressive state cannot eradicate hope and desire. As she recalls
her pre-revolution life in flashbacks, Offred
must navigate through the terrifying landscape
of torture and persecution in the present day,
and between two men upon which her future
hangs.
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'Only connect.' is the idea at the heart
of this book, a heartbreaking and provocative tale of three families at the
beginning of the twentieth century:
the rich Wilcoxes, the gentle, idealistic Schlegels and the lower-middle
Date :
class Basts. As the Schlegel sisters try
desperately to help the Basts and educate the close-minded Wilcoxes, the
families are drawn together in love, lies ……………………
and death.
……………………

17 books to read before age 17
EXCELLING readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Biography / Racism

Politics / Dystopian

Book +

Nineteen
Eighty-Four
By
George Orwell

I Know Why
the Caged Bird
Sings

By
Maya Angelou

Blurb

Read?


In 1984, the world is unrecognisable. Life
is ruled by the Party, led by Big Brother.
Mass surveillance and The Thought Police
are employed to ensure that no individual
thinking is allowed. Winston Smith works at
The Ministry of Truth, rewriting history,
but he dreams of freedom and of rebellion.
It is here that he starts a forbidden affair with Julia, but nothing can be kept
secret...
In this first volume of her seven books of
autobiography, Maya Angelou beautifully
evokes her childhood with her grandmother in the American south of the 1930s.
Loving the world, she also knows its cruelty. As a Black woman she has known discrimination, violence and extreme poverty,
but also hope, joy, achievement and celebration.
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