18 books to read before age 18
EMERGING readers
Book +

Title +

genre and themes

author

Funny / Romance / Uni

Real life / Mental health

Romance / Real life

Normal People

By
Sally Rooney

Eleanor
Oliphant is
Completely Fine

By
Gail Honeyman

Starter for
Ten
By
David Nicholls

Funny / Biography

How Not to Be
a Boy
by
Robert Webb

Blurb

Read?


Connell and Marianne grow up in the same small
town in the west of Ireland, but the similarities
end there. In school, Connell is popular and wellliked, while Marianne is a loner. But when the
two strike up a conversation - awkward but
electrifying - something life-changing begins.
Normal People is a story of mutual fascination,
friendship and love. It takes us from that first
conversation to the years beyond, in the company of two people who try to stay apart but find
they can't.
Eleanor Oliphant leads a simple life. She wears
the same clothes to work every day, eats the
same meal deal for lunch every day and buys the
same two bottles of vodka to drink every weekend. Nothing is missing from her carefully timetabled life. Except, sometimes, everything.
One simple act of kindness is about to shatter
the walls Eleanor has built around herself. Now
she must learn how to navigate the world that
everyone else seems to take for granted - while
searching for the courage to face the dark corners she's avoided all her life.
It's 1985 and Brian Jackson has arrived at university with a burning ambition - to make it onto
TV's foremost general knowledge quiz. But no
sooner has he embarked on 'The Challenge'
than he finds himself falling hopelessly in love
with his teammate, Alice Harbinson.
When Alice fails to fall for his slightly overeager charms, Brian comes up with a foolproof
plan to capture her heart once and for all. He's
going to win the game, at any cost, because after all - everyone knows that what a woman
really wants from a man is a comprehensive
grasp of general knowledge

Looking back over his life, from
schoolboy crushes (on girls and boys)
to discovering the power of making
people laugh (in the Cambridge Footlights with David Mitchell), and from
losing his beloved mother to becoming
a husband and father, Robert Webb
considers the absurd expectations
boys and men have thrust upon them at
every stage of life.
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18 books to read before age 18
EMERGING readers
Book +

Title +

genre and themes

author

Good Omens

Historical / War / Romance

Funny / Religion

By
Terry
Pratchett &
Neil Gaiman

Birdsong
By
Sebastian
Faulks

Blurb

Read?


People have been predicting the end of the
world almost from its very beginning, so it's
only natural to be sceptical when a new date is
set for Judgement Day. This time though, the
armies of Good and Evil really do appear to be
massing. The four Bikers of the Apocalypse are
hitting the road. But both the angels and demons - well, one fast-living demon and a somewhat fussy angel - would quite like the Rapture
not to happen.
Oh, and someone seems to have misplaced the
Antichrist...

1910. Amiens, Northern France. Stephen
Wraysford, a young Englishman, arrives in
the French city to stay with the Azaire
family. He falls in love with unhappily married Isabelle and the two enter a tempestuous love affair. But, with the world on
the brink of war, the relationship falters.
With his love for Isabelle forever engraved on his heart, Stephen volunteers to
fight on the Western Front and enters the
unimaginable dark world beneath the
trenches of No Man's Land.
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18 books to read before age 18
ESTABLISHED readers
Book +

Title +

genre and themes

author

Thriller / Spy

Tinker, Tailor,
Soldier, Spy
By
John Le Carré

Crime / Friendship / Thriller

Fantasy / Adventure

Real life / Family

Girl, Woman,
Other
By

Bernardine
Evaristo

The Lord of
the Rings
By
J. R. R. Tolkien

The Secret
History
By
Donna Tartt

Blurb

Read?


A mole, implanted by Moscow Centre,
has infiltrated the highest ranks of
the British Intelligence Service, almost
destroying it in the process. And so
former spymaster George Smiley has
Date :
been brought out of retirement in order to hunt down the traitor at the
very heart of the Circus - even though ……………………
it may be one of those closest to him.
……………………
From Newcastle to Cornwall, from the
birth of the twentieth century to the
teens of the twenty-first, Girl, Woman,
Other follows a cast of twelve characters
on their personal journeys through this
country and the last hundred years.
They're each looking for something - a
shared past, an unexpected future, a place
to call home, somewhere to fit in, a lover, a
missed mother, a lost father, even just a
touch of hope .

Sauron, the Dark Lord, has gathered
all the Rings of Power, with which he
intends to rule Middle-earth. All he
lacks is the One Ring to rule them all,
which has fallen into the hands of the
hobbit, Bilbo Baggins. Bilbo’s nephew,
Frodo Baggins, is tasked with making a
perilous journey across Middle-earth
to the Crack of Doom, where he must
destroy the Ring.
Under the influence of their charismatic classics professor, a group of
clever, eccentric misfits at an elite
New England college discover a way of
thinking and living that is a world away
from the humdrum existence of their
contemporaries. But when they go beyond the boundaries of morality, their
lives are changed profoundly and for
ever.
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18 books to read before age 18
ESTABLISHED readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Class / Historical / Classics

Slavery / Magical Realism

Book +

The

Underground
Railroad
By
Colson Whitehead

Blurb


Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in
Georgia. All the slaves lead a hellish existence, but Cora has it worse than most; she
is an outcast even among her fellow Africans and she is approaching womanhood,
where it is clear even greater pain awaits.
When Caesar, a slave recently arrived from
Virginia, tells her about the Underground
Railroad, they take the perilous decision to
escape to the North.

In the summer of 1956, Stevens,
the ageing butler of Darlington Hall,
The Remains of embarks on a leisurely holiday that
will take him deep into the countrythe Day
side and into his past.

By

Kazuo Ishiguro

Read?

Date :
……………………
……………………

Date :
……………………
……………………

18 books to read before age 18
EXCELLING readers
Title +

genre and themes

author

Romance / Funny / Classics

Geopolitics / History

Book +

Prisoners of
Geography
By
Tim Marshall

Pride and
Prejudice
By
Jane Austen

History / Racism

Read?


All leaders are constrained by geography. Yes, to follow world events you
need to understand people, ideas and
movements - but if you don't know geography, you'll never have the full picture. In ten chapters and ten
maps, this looks at the past, present
and future to offer an essential insight
into one of the major factors that determines world history.
Mrs Bennet is desperate to find rich
husbands for her daughters, so the arrival of a charming new neighbour is
welcome indeed. Sadly, the friend he
brings with him is not. Mr Darcy seems
to have even more pride than money.
Nobody likes him - least of all Elizabeth Bennet. But not everyone is who
they seem.

Date :
……………………
……………………

Date :
……………………
……………………

Natives
By
Akala

Great
Coming of age / classics

Blurb

Expectations
By
Charles Dickens

Covering everything from the police, education and identity to politics, sexual objectification and the
far right, this book speaks directly
to British denial and squeamishness
when it comes to confronting issues
of race and class that are at the
heart of the legacy of Britain's racialised empire.
As Pip eagerly abandons his humble
origins to begin a new life as a gentleman, his education and development through adversity are depicted and he discovers the true nature
of his "great expectations".
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……………………
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18 books to read before age 18
EXCELLING readers
Book +

Title +

genre and themes

author

A Short

Sci-fi / Dystopian / Action

History / Science

History of Nearly
Everything
By
Bill Bryson

Do Androids
Dream of
Electric Sheep?
By
Philip K. Dick

Blurb

Read?


A Short History of Nearly Everything is
his quest to understand everything that
has happened from the Big Bang to the rise
of civilization - how we got from there,
being nothing at all, to here, being us. Bill
Bryson's challenge is to take subjects that
could be boring, like geology, chemistry and
particle physics, and see if there isn't
some way to render them comprehensible
to people who have never thought they
could be interested in science.
World War Terminus had left the Earth
devastated. Through its ruins, bounty
hunter Rick Deckard stalked, in search of
the renegade replicants who were his prey.
He dreamed of owning a live animal - the
ultimate status symbol. Then Rick got his
chance: the assignment to kill six Nexus-6
targets, for a huge reward. But in Deckard's world things were never that simple,
and his assignment quickly turned into a
nightmare kaleidoscope of subterfuge and
deceit - and the threat of death for the
hunter, rather than the hunted.
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